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About the Presenter

● Founder of Personalized Learning Solutions, LLC. 

● Former educator with over 15 years of teaching and administration 
experience working with students/individuals with disabilities and 
their parents/guardians. 

● Completed the Special Education Advocate Training (SEAT) in 2017 
through the Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates (COPAA). 
Currently a SEAT Instructor for SEAT 1.0., 2.0 & Business of Special 
Education Advocacy courses.

● Has extensive training in facilitating IEP/Admission, Review, and 
Dismissal (ARD) committee meetings which requires effective 
communication, problem-solving, decision-making, and conflict 
resolution. Has attended thousands of IEP/ARD, 504, and Student 
Support Team (SST) Meetings. 

● Served on Special Education Continuing Advisory Committee 
(SECAC) for Texas in from 2017-2022. 



Presentation Objectives

Participants will learn:

● The importance of a Vision/Parent 

Input statement

● How to develop an effective 

Vision/Parent Input statement

● The importance of data collection 

to a Present Levels Statement 

● Easy to use data collection 

techniques for parents



Importance of Vision/Parent Input Statements

● A Vision/Parent Input Statement is a visual 
picture that describes your child now and in 
the future. 

● According to Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), Congress found that 
the education of children with disabilities 
can be made more effective by 
“strengthening the role and responsibility of 
parents and ensuring that families of such 
children have meaningful opportunities to 
participate in the education of their children 
at school and at home.”                                            

20 U.S.C. § 1400(c)(5)(b)



Importance of Vision/Parent Input Statements

● The IDEA encourages a collaborative process 
through which parents and school districts 
work together to develop an IEP for children 
with disabilities.

20 U.S.C. § 1414(d)

● Specifically, “Parents are free to provide input 
into their child’s IEP through a written report 
if they so choose.”

Commentary for Federal 
Regulations (2006) Page 46678                        



Importance of Vision/Parent Input Statements

● Congress understood that 
parents have every reason to 
advocate vigorously on behalf of 
their children.

● In the unanimous Endrew F.
decision Chief Justice Roberts 
noted, IDEA requires IEPs to be 
developed with expertise from 
schools and input from parents.



Importance of Vision/Parent Input Statements



Developing a Vision/Parent Input Statement

● Your Vision/Parent Input statement isn’t an official document. There is 

no special format you need to follow so it can be as simple as a letter 

or a list.

● Be concise, be thorough

● Stay child focused

● Don't point out staff faults, only what affects your child

● Gives a holistic picture of your child



Developing a Vision/Parent Input Statement

● Ideas of what to include:

○ Strengths, accomplishments & interests

○ Areas of need

○ Strategies that are working & not 

working

○ Behavior concerns

○ Your requests & what data you have 

(summarize) to support your requests



Developing a Vision/Parent Input Statement

Examples of items you might want to include:

● Strengths & weaknesses. How your child is doing. How do you think your child is doing 

academically, behaviorally, socially, etc.? What are your observations and concerns about 

what you’re seeing?

● What is working at home. What homework strategies, study techniques, and 

technology help your child most?

● Success outside of school. Share your child’s successes and strengths in extracurricular 

activities. What activities does he/she find interesting? How does he/she benefit from 

them? What are your child’s hobbies?

● Behavior at home. What changes have you seen? Has your child become more 

responsible and respectful? Or have things gone in the opposite direction?



Developing a Vision/Parent Input Statement

Examples of items you might want to include:

● What your child is saying about school. How does your child feel about school and learning? 

What brings feelings of success or failure? Do you hear self-confidence or frustration?

● Life after high school. Mention your child’s interests and goals for after high school. Include 

information from your child’s transition plan if he/she has one in his or her IEP. Include your 

child in this discussion.

● What you think of the latest IEP. How do your child’s progress and problems connect to 

his/her IEP goals? What new or revised goals do you recommend? How do you think the school 

can help your child?

● Any other concerns



Developing a Vision/Parent Input Statement

Use these types of phrases

● Obtain meaningful employment
● Volunteer in the community
● Take part in meaningful social activities
● Develop meaningful friendships
● Pursue post-secondary educational 

opportunities

You can provide strength-based information 
about your child’s progress by:

● Tracking new skills they’ve acquired year by 
year.

● Keeping a general list of your child’s strengths, 
accomplishments & interests that you can 
share with the IEP team.



PRESENT 

LEVELS

• The Present Levels is the starting point, foundation, and “star” of the IEP.  The IEP Committee must 
determine the student’s present levels before it can determine appropriate goals, accommodations, 
modifications, and program for the student. 

• The Present Levels tells the story of the student through description of current evaluations and 
performance, discussion of student’s strengths and needs, explanation of curricular and non-
curricular issues that describe the student’s strengths and needs, and utilization of a variety of 
sources of data in telling the student’s story. 

• The Present Levels identifies and prioritizes the strengths and needs of the student including learning 
and behavioral strengths and needs as well as data on the student’s attendance, performance on 
district and state assessments, discipline data, and other related areas.

Present Levels



Importance of Data Collection
• Is the systematic approach to gathering and 

measuring information from a variety of sources to 

get a complete and accurate picture

• Is essential for your success at your child’s IEP meetings

• Data is collected to monitor your child’s progress on his 

or her goals/objectives & progress in the general 

education curriculum

• Meaningful data collection let’s you know if your child is 

making progress toward their goals as well as when 

progress isn’t being made

• Timely data tells us if a student is struggling so 

changes can be made to the IEP

• Data also tells the IEP team that the IEP supports & 

services are being implemented and are appropriate 

• Essential part of the present levels-foundation of the 

present levels



Where can data be collected?

● Anywhere where progress or lack of 

progress can be observed

➢ Classroom 

➢ Playground 

➢ Cafeteria 

➢ School Hallways 

➢ Job-site 

➢ Community

➢ Home



Data Collection Techniques



Data Collection Techniques



FINAL THOUGHTS…                    

Remember your parental input is vital to 

the development of your child’s 

IEP and future!!



CONTACT INFORMATION

Shemica S. Allen, M.S

Personalized Learning Solutions, LLC

214-799-6322

personalizedlearningsolutions@gmail.com

www.personalizedlearningforall.com

Facebook Group-Special Education IEP & 504 Plan Support Group

https://www.facebook.com/groups/iepand504plansupportgroup

Available on Amazon-Ridiculous & Red Flag Statements Said At IEP 

Meetings

Ridiculous & Red-Flag Statements Said At IEP Meeting

http://www.personalizedlearningforall.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/iepand504plansupportgroup
https://a.co/9IbYQkZ
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